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Coast Guard, DOT § 199.70

Subpart B—Requirements for All
Vessels

§ 199.60 Communications.
(a) Radio lifesaving appliances. Radio

lifesaving appliance installations and
arrangements must meet the require-
ments of 47 CFR part 80.

(b) Emergency position indicating
radiobeacons (EPIRB) and search and
rescue transponders (SART). Each
EPIRB and SART should have the
name of the vessel plainly marked or
painted on its label, except for EPIRBs
or SARTs in an inflatable liferaft or
permanently installed in a survival
craft.

(c) Distress signals. Each vessel
must—

(1) Carry not less than 12 rocket
parachute flares approved under ap-
proval series 160.136; and

(2) Stow the flares on or near the ves-
sel’s navigating bridge.

(d) Onboard communications and alarm
systems. Each vessel must meet the re-
quirements for onboard communica-
tions between emergency control sta-
tions, muster and embarkation sta-
tions, and strategic positions on board.
Each vessel must also meet the emer-
gency alarm system requirements in
subchapter J of this chapter, which
must be supplemented by either a pub-
lic address system or other suitable
means of communication.

§ 199.70 Personal lifesaving appli-
ances.

(a) Lifebuoys. Each vessel must carry
lifebuoys approved under approval se-
ries 160.150 as follows:

(1) Stowage. Lifebuoys must be
stowed as follows:

(i) Each lifebuoy must be capable of
being rapidly cast loose.

(ii) No lifebuoy may be permanently
secured to the vessel in any way.

(iii) Each lifebuoy stowage position
must be marked with either the words
‘‘LIFEBUOY’’ or ‘‘LIFE BUOY’’, or
with the appropriate symbol from IMO
Resolution A.760(18).

(iv) Lifebuoys must be so distributed
as to be readily available on each side
of the vessel and, as far as practicable,
on each open deck extending to the
side of the vessel. At least one lifebuoy
must be located near the stern of the

vessel. The lifebuoys with attached
self-igniting lights must be equally dis-
tributed on both sides of the vessel.

(v) At least two lifebuoys, each with
attached self-activating smoke signals,
must be stowed where they can be
quickly released from the navigating
bridge and should, when released, fall
directly into the water without strik-
ing any part of the vessel.

(2) Markings. Each lifebuoy must be
marked in block capital letters with
the name of the vessel and the name of
the port required to be marked on the
stern of the vessel under § 67.123 of part
67 of this chapter.

(3) Attachments and fittings. Lifebuoys
must have the following attachments
and fittings:

(i) At least one lifebuoy on each side
of the vessel fitted with a buoyant life-
line that is—

(A) At least as long as twice the
height where it is stowed above the wa-
terline with the vessel in its lightest
seagoing condition, or 30 meters (100
feet) in length, whichever is the great-
er;

(B) Non-kinking;
(C) Not less than 8 millimeters (5⁄16

inch) in diameter;
(D) Of a breaking strength which is

not less than 5 kiloNewtons (1,124
pounds-force); and

(E) Is, if synthetic, a dark color or
certified by the manufacturer to be re-
sistant to deterioration from ultra-
violet light.

(ii) At least one-half the total num-
ber of lifebuoys on the vessel must
each be fitted with a self-igniting light
approved under approval series 161.010.
The self-igniting light may not be at-
tached to the lifebuoys required by this
section to be fitted with lifelines.

(iii) At least two lifebuoys on the
vessel must be fitted with a self-acti-
vating smoke signal approved under
approval series 160.157. Lifebuoys fitted
with smoke signals must also be fitted
with lights.

(b) Lifejackets. Each vessel must
carry lifejackets approved under ap-
proval series 160.155, 160.176 or 160.177. If
the vessel carries inflatable lifejackets,
they must be of the same or similar de-
sign and have the same method of oper-
ation.
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